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indeed. His letter to his brother in the country,
announcing his daughters recent marriage with a
baronet's eldest son, can only be compared for
adroit manipulation of facts with a later letter to
Mr. Baxter of Dundee, in which he tells of poor
Fanny's having been attacked in Wales by an
inflammatory fever " which carried her off."

He now surpassed himself "in polished and
cautious attentions" both to Shelley and Mary,
and appeared to wish to compensate in every way
for the red-hot, righteous indignation which,
owing to wounded pride rather than to offended
moral sense, he had thought it his duty to exhibit
in the past.

Shelley's heart yearned towards his two poor
little children by Harriet, and to get possession of
them was now his feverish anxiety. On this
business he was obliged, within a week of his
return to Bath, to go up again to London. During
his absence, on the I3th of January, Clare's little
girl, Byron's daughter, was born. " Four days of
idleness/' are Mary's only allusion to this event.
It was communicated to the absent father by
Shelley, in a long letter from London. He quite
simply assumes the event to be an occasion of
great rejoicing to all concerned, and expects Byron
to feel the same. The infant, who afterwards
developed into a singularly fascinating and lovely
child, was described in enthusiastic terms by Mary